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Eastern student accused of aggravated battery
By Corryn Brock
Editor-in-Chief I@corryn_brock
Editor's note: The name of the individual who
reported the accused will be referred to as John Doe
to protect his identity.
Antonio Norman, a junior criminology major, was charged with aggravated battery and is
accused of breaking the jaw of one of his teammates from the Eastern men's track and field
team.
Norman's charge is a Class Three felony.
According to a police report, police received a
call on Oct. 20 from an emergency room nurse
at Sarah Bush Health Center who called regarding a patient who said he had been battered. The
nurse said the patient, John Doe*, had a broken
jaw and a laceration on his head.
After having surgery done at Carle Foundation Hospital, the patient said doctors informed
him that his jaw bow was "'hanging' on the right
side and also broken on the left side."
When speaking with Doe, an Eastern student and track athlete, over the phone, an officer was told a man who the patient believed to
be Norman came to Doe's home around 3 a.m.
Doe said he never saw Norman but Norman was
identified to him as the person who came into
the home.
He said the person who came into the home
was asking him why he was trying to "'do stuff'
with a female," according to the report.
Doe said the woman who was referenced was

the ex-girlfriend of Norman who lived with
Norman. He said he and the woman kissed but
nothing further happened and at the time of
the altercation Doe said Norman came to the
residence with another man from the Eastern
men's track team. He said both were let in by his
roommates who were unaware of what allegedly took place.
When speaking with an officer after their initial conversation, the man gave more details,
saying the woman who was in bed with him attempted to wake him up and when he did wake
up the room was dark, he attempted to stand up
and was hit multiple times.
Witnesses gave varying accounts to the police.
A roommate of the Eastern student said he
woke up to knocking at their door around 3:30
- 4:30 a.m. He said he told Norman and the
other individual they needed to leave, but they
came inside of the home-after they were told
Doe was asleep.
The roommate said he followed the men to
Doe's room and watched as Norman walked
into the room yelling at Doe, Doe stood up and
Norman punched him in the jaw. The roommate said he believed Doe was knocked out and
then a brief fight occurred between Norman and
Doe.
The roommate said Norman said Doe
"'fucked' Norman's girlfriend and you mess with
my girl," according to the report.
The woman who was in bed with Doe also
provided a statement and did not name Norman but police say she provided a description

that was consistent with Norman. She said she
was in bed with Doe when she heard a knock at
the bedroom door, followed by a man walking
into the room and saying Doe "tried to 'rape'
his 'girl.'"
She said the man then "decked" Doe in the
face as Doe stood up, Doe hit the man back
once and the man put Doe into a "lock" holding his arms up. She said the two made threats
back and forth.
Another roommate said he came out of his
bedroom after hearing a commotion but did
not see the altercation. He said he saw Norman

standing over Doe and Norman's friend. He said
he told Norman and the friend he would call the
police if they did not leave and the two left.
Another roommate also spoke to the police,
saying Norman and his friend knocked on their
door in the early morning to speak to Doe. The
roommate said he let the men in and directed
them to Doe's bedroom.
He said he did not see any of the altercation
but saw Doe covered in blood when he got to
the top of the stairs and the altercation lasted 10
to 15 seconds.
Originally, his roommate said when he
opened the door Norman said "you fucked my
baby momma," but later recanted and said "you
raped my baby momma," according to the report.
Police say they spoke to Norman's ex-girlfriend on Oct. 26 over the phone. She provided a statement saying that Doe sexually assaulted her on Oct. 20 and she told Norman and he
left their apartment around the time the altercation occurred.
The woman said Norman told her he went to
Doe's house to talk to him and knocked on his
bedroom door, Doe asked what he needed, Norman walked in and Doe jumped out of his bed
and came at Norman.
She said Norman told her Doe was in bed
with another woman and that Norman's friend
broke up the fight between him and Doe.
The woman said Norman returned home
with a swollen eye and would not tell her what
happened at first.
ARREST, page 5

Elite Elegance brings majorette-style dances to Eastern
By Will Simmons
CampusReporter I@DEN_news

If you look up "Majorette Dancing" online, you
will see mentions of baton twirling, dancing and
even knife juggling. This, however, is not the case
for Eastern's new majorette dance club.
Iyanna Stanton, a sophomore journalism major
and former president of the club, said that the majorette dance group, who call their troop "Elite Elegance," are more dance than death defying jug-

gling.
Stanton would describe their dances as "Majorette-style" or "Southern style."
"If you ever heard of the show 'Bring It,' it's like
that type of dancing, so we don't use batons, it's like
bucking and routines and stuff like that," Stanton
said.
The dance club has had up to 18 members according to Asianna Martin, a junior public relations
major who is Elite Elegance's DJ and treasurer, yet
they are not officially a Registered Student Organiz.ation
The dream for the club is to get RSO status,
which could get approved during Wednesday's Student Government meeting, doesn't stop there.
"The current goal is to become an RSO," Martin said. "But the main goal is to become part of
athletics."
While there may be competitions for Elite Elegance's Southern style of dancing, Martin told me
that for the group it's all about having fun.
Elite Elegance was in Eastern's homecoming parade, and they have hopes of becoming the first
majorette dancing club on campus.
So why did the group feel that Eastern needed
this type of dance group?
"We feel like it would be different to bring to the
table to EIU solely because, like I said before, it's a

JANIYA FAIR

I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Eastern's first Southern Majorette team performs at the homecoming parade.

different style of dance, and like, not a lot of people
like know about it," Stanton said.

The club is only a few mont4s old, but they
came together in. the ,name of dance. Both S.tanton

and Martin agree, for them, it's all about the community ahd camaraderie.
DANCERS, page 5
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The Daily Eastern News is produced by the students of
Eastern Illinoi s University. It is published daily Monday through Friday, in Charleston, Ill .. during fall ·and
spring semesters and online during the summer term

except during university vacations or examinations.
One copy per day is free to students and faculty. Additional copies can be obtained for SO cents each in the
Student Publications Office in Buzzard Hall.

Advertising
To place an advertisement or classified ad in The
Daily Eastern News, call the ads office at S81-2B12
or fax 581 ·2923. Visit our on line advertisements at
dailyeasternnews.com /classifieds.

Comments / Tips
Contact any of the above staff members if you believe
your information is relevant.

Corrections
The Daily Eastern News is committed to accuracy in its
coverage of the news. Any factual error the staff finds
or is made aware of by its readers will be corrected as

(2001) Tony Muse, a senior accounting and marketing major, and Joslyn
Keller, a junior family and consumer sciences major, dance to the music
played by the band 11th and Cleveland at Unityfest on Nov. 2, 2001 in the
University Ballroom. Photo published on Nov. 5, 2001.
(1991) Brian Zimmer, a junior accounting major, prunes tomatoes after the
first frost on Nov. 4, 1991 behind the H. F Thut Greenhouse. Photo published on Nov. 5, 1991.

promptly as possible. Please report any factual error
you find to Editor-in-Chief Corryn Brock at 581 -2812.

Employment
If you would like to work for The Daily Eastern News
as a reporter, photographer, colu mnist, cartoon·

ist, copy editor, designer or videographer, please

(1941) President R. G. Buzzard entertains a group of interested guests at
the annual Hobby Show, sponsored by the Industrial Arts department
at Eastern two years ago, with a display of his well known goblet collection. Photo published on Nov. 5, 1941.

visit at the newsroom at 1811 Buzzard Hall.

Printed by Eastern lllinoi~ University
on soy ink and recycled paper.

Attention postmaster. Send
address changes to:
The Daily Eastern News
1802 Buzzard Hall
Eastern Illinois University
Charleston, IL 61920
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(1971) Action was hot and heavy in last night's Delta Sig-Taylor North
contest. The battle, part of the university play-offs, was won easily by the
Delta Sigs, 39-6. Photo published on Nov. 5, 1971.
(1981) Eastern freshman Manuel Jacquat takes advantage of Nov. 4's
unseasonably warm weather to do a little freestyle skateboarding. Photo
published on Nov. 5, 1981.
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Jana Sweeney brings her therapy dog, Mazie, to the Dogs and Doughnuts event for National Doughnut Day in the lobby ofTaylor Hall Thursday afternoon.

Doughnuts and dogs at Taylor Thursday
By Luke Taylor
News Editor I@DEN_news
Taylor Hall's lobby filled with students
Thursday afternoon as they ate donuts and
gathered around to pet three therapy dogs
which were brought to campus for the
event.
"Dogs and Doughnuts," an aptly named
event, combined celebrations for National
Doughnut Day with an opportunity for students to relieve stress and maybe even complete some service hours.
Madelyn Powers, a junior English major
on the Living Learning Community Event
Plannjng Staff, said that after planning the
event, o'rganizers said they realized that
Thursday was not National Doughnut Day
but decided to go ahead with their plans .
"We thought today was National Doughnut Day. It is not, but we are acting like it
is still, and just like with midterms like just
happening and. like finals are gonna be happening soon," Powers said. "You know, like
everyone's stressed, so to have some stress
relief with some dogs is super nice."
Students could make "tie blankets" out of
fleece provided by the LLC Event Planning
Staff and stuff them with leftover scraps to
make dog beds and toys.

The event also featured education on the
differences between therapy animals, service
animals and emotional support animals.
Rebeccah Maley, a resident director in
charge of the LLC Event Planning Staff,
said that she decided to bring in representatives from Eastern's Health Education Resource Center as additional support for students who might be dealing with emotional stressors.
"After what happened this weekend, we
just thought it'd be a good idea to bring
some additional support to our students,
since that was already the kind of theme of
the program," Maley said. "Since this might
be a really good space that if students wanted to talk, there were some people here to
give them that space to talk."
The three dogs, Betty, Bear and Mazie,
are all typically volunteered to work with
children or patients in the hospital.
All three are considered therapy dogs,
which means that their main purpose is just
to show emotional support to people.
Therapy dogs don't require in-depth
training to the level of service animals, but
they do have to be calm, friendly and able
to deal with different situations.
Emotional support animals also require
lower levels of training.

ESAs are intended to serve as a companion to an individual and can often get special permission to live somewhere where
pets aren't typically allowed.
Service animals require rigorQus tr~i ing as they serve purposes like helping blind
people find their way or alerting others
when their owner is having a medical emergency.
They're allowed to be in places like grocery stores where animals usually aren't allowed.
Emilie Bowman, a junior English education major, is also on the LLC Event Planning Staff and, along with Powers, helped
out at the Dogs and Doughnuts event.
"Who doesn't love dogs? Who doesn't
love free food?" Bowman said. "So basically, we are really appealing to just everybody.
We just want everybody to come out, relax,
have a good time, get some food."
The LLC Event Planning Staff works
with all five LLCs on campus, including
Freshman Connection, Pine Honors College, the Roosevelt Leadership Institute, the
Doug DiBianco Community and the Transfer LLC.
Luke Taylor can be reached at 581-2812 or
egtaylor@eiu.edu.

BY ASHANTI THOMAS I THE DAILY EASTERN
NEWS

Heather Webb, the director of student accountability and support, brings her therapy
dog named Bear to the Dogs and Doughnuts
event in the Taylor Hall lobby. Brooke Ozier, a
freshman biology major, enjoys a doughnut
while she pets Bear.

Meeting Eastern: Department Chair of
Kinesiology, Sport and Recreation
Staff Report

everyone should know about?

tionship building across campus.

Staffj@DEN_news
The trails at Lake Charleston.

Editor's Note: This is part of a series introducing various members of the campus community to Eastern for a better understanding of
those who maintain the operations of the university.
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Dr. Kenneth Cooper, pioneer of research
on cardiorespiratory exercise.

Where did you receive your degrees
from?

Why did you go into the field you're in?

BS and PhD from SIU-Carbondale and
MS from EIU.

I got into exercise science because of the capacity for fitness to be life changing.

If we saw your music playlist, what
would the top five songs be?

What positions have you held during
your career in higher education?

They would all be from AC/DC, take you
pick on titles, they all rock.

Instructor, professor, department chair and
interim associate vice president.

Where is your favorite place on campus?

What are the most rewarding aspects of
your current position?

The veteran's memorial and flagpole,
North side of Old Main.

Mark Kattenbraker

Who is someone you admire in your
field and why?

Current position as dept. chair allows me
to problem solve, keeps me in contact with
,. ,~ Whai is a pla~ in Char~ston you_thi~ '. students, 3.!1~ J~r~y!des opponunities for rda-

What are the most challenging aspects
of your position?
The most delicate balancing act is holding people accountable for their work while
trying to maintain positive, professional relationships.

What advice would you give to students
in your department for their college careers?
Engage with people and activities that are
outside of one's comfort zone. Do it early and
do it often during your entire educational career.

What is your number one goal for your
students?
Meaningful, rewarding and communitycontributing employment.
The News Staff can be reached at 581-2812 or
. ..at dennewsdesk@gmail.com.
,

TheDAlL1E :-\ Sll:R\NI· \\ .

4 OPINIONS

WWW DAILYE A5TE RtHH W5 COM

Friday, 11.05.2021

STAFF EDITORIAL

Keeping us out halts
the conversation
Daily Eastern News wasn't allowed to attend an
event of a presentation with ICE on Thursday
Thursday evening, a reporter for The
Daily Eastern News was unable to attend an
event being hosted by the Student Accounting Society and Beta Alpha Psi, an honors
fraternity for financial information students
and professionals.
The event being hosted was listed on
Eastern public event calendar with a very
simple description:
"Join Beta Alpha Psi and Student Accounting Society for a presentation from
Immigration and Customs Enforcement!
Professional dress is required."
As immigration and ICE are hot topics
in the country, our editors felt an event like
this would be good to cover.
And it would have been, had it been open
to the public.
However, when our reporter and photograph~.i: ~2~~q ~P, ,t o c~v~r the event, they
were informed they would not be allowed in
because an agreement was signed with the
"federal government and Immigration and

Customs Enforcement" saying that no press
would be allowed in, according to Nicolas
Robinson, Director of Accountancy.
While we are not shocked that the federal
government would be less than welcoming
to the press, we find it disheartening that
the event was so closed off.
Events like that are a fantastic way to get
conversations started about national events
on a local level, unfortunately however, that
conversation will not be had here at Eastern by anyone.
We are not mad ·or upset that we were
unable to attend but disappointed in the
lost opportunity that students will not be
able to have now.
We hope in the future, no agreements are
made that keep students out of the loop.

The daily editorial is the majority opinion of
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.

BY CORRYN BROCK I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

The door leading to the presentation from Immigration and Customs Enforcement.

We're Hiring for the Spring!
We have openings for those who enjoy:
Photography
Editing
•
Design
Writing
And More!
Call 581-2812 for more information.

.

Quote of the Day:

" The new media are not ways of relatin9 us to the 'real' world; they are the real
world and they reshape what remains ofthe old world at will. "
Marshall McLuhan

COLUMNS

'Dune' movie·lacks Muslim cast to represent Muslims
This weekend I had the opportunity to see "Dune"
in theaters. With no prior knowledge of the books
or previous film adaptations, I didn't know what to
expect. Going into it, I'm pretty sure I thought it
was just about people going up against a giant sand
worm. It wasn't.
"Dune" was a great sci-fi film that featured more
space politics and magic than action and had me
piecing the plot together as I went. It did give the feeling that there was a lot of history that had taken place
before the movie started, but as it went on and more
characters got more screen time, it made more sense.
The movie looked great, which I found out later
might be because the cinematographer, Greig Fraser,
also worked on "Rogue One," one of the best-looking Star Wars movies. It also sounded great, with a
soundtrack by Hans Zimmer.
There are some spoilers ahead. The plot follows Paul Atreides, who basically has these dreams

.and visions that drive him
throughout the movie, as
his family and noble house
travd from their home planet to Arrakis, where most of
the movie takes place. The
conflict emerges when Arrakis is raided by the rival noble house and it becomes apparent that the Atreides famRyan
ily was sent there in what appears to be an daborate plot by the emperor.
Something I wanted to touch on is that "Dune"
the movie may not have paid heed to the Islamic influences seen in "Dune" the book. I haven't read the
book, but there's a Washington Post piece called 'Tue
novd 'Dune' had deep Islamic influences. The movie erases them," written by Haris A Durrani, that explores the subject in detail.

Durrani notes that while
Frank Herbert's (the author of the book) approach
and engagement to Muslim cultures and experiences was Orientalist, Denis
Villenueve ( the director of
the movie) "waters down
the novd's specificity." Herbert's
development of the
Meyer
Fremen language, the group
native to Arrakis, took a Caucasian hunting language
called Chakobsa and mixed in "'colloquial Arabic"'
and modified Arabic using an "dision process'' in order to demonstrate how "'languages change."' These
phrases are cited in the piece as being from Herbert's
son Brian in "Dreamer of Dune."
An NBC News article called "'Dune' appropriates Islamic, Middle Eastern tropes without real in-

clusion, critics say" explores the lack of Middle Eastern or North African actors.
Serena Rasoul, casting director and founder of
Muslim American Casting, is quoted lamenting all
the Muslim imagery being used and how she interprets that.
"'You don't cast MENA or Muslim actors, yet you
profit off their culture,"' she said. "''That's where it's
painful for us as creatives.... It means that we are not
good enough to be part of the film.'"
It's worth considering these thoughts when seeing
or rewatching or reading "Dune." While I enjoyed
the movie, in retrospect it does come across as a white
savior narrative, as mentioned in the NBC piece, and
it's important to acknowledge that and the lack of a
MENAcast.

Ryan Meyer is a senior journalism major. He can
be reached at rameyer@eiu.edu or at 581-2812.

Television series 'Chuck' is binge-worthy favorite
I don't watch a lot of television shows or movies
because I sleep through them, but at the recommendation of some close friends, I decided to watch the
series "Chuck." Going into the show, I knew absolutdy nothing about it. In fact, I had watched maybe
two episodes with them from the middle of the show
and slept through the majority of both episodes.
However, this five-season long show has something for everyone: romance, action, comedy, drama,
and mystery. I am almost finished with the show and
there isn't an episode I haven't loved. Chuck is about
a guy who got kicked out of Stanford and works at a
"Buy More" in the Nerd Herd (think Geek Squad),
but due to extenuating circumstances that play out
through the entire show, Chuck is forced to become a
spy for both the C.IA and the N.SA
Chuck is saddled with a C.IA agent (Sarah Walk-

er) and an N .S.A. agent
Qohn Casey} to make sure
that he is working equally
and rdiably with both agencies.
One of the main points
of the show is that while being a super-spy, Chuck still
has to live his normal life and
cannot let anyone around
him know that he is living
as the government's greatest
Maya
weapon. This is difficult as he
lives with his sister (Ellie) and spends all of his time
with his co-worker and best friend (Morgan).
The show is written so that there is a new villain
every season so that the plot doesn't get boring. The

relationships of the main
characters are always changing, but you feel connected
to them in a way that never gets old.
Also, the side characters
(agents, friends, family; and
Buy More employees) have
their own web of relationships that advance as well,
so you really get to know all
of them. Furthermore, all of
Kurth
those characters are connected to one another which makes for excellent sub-plot
twists.
I love this because I have fdt like those who are not
the main characters can feel distant from the plot and

Editorial Board - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - orryn Brock

Helena Edwards

Madelyn Kidd

Luke Taylor

those who are being focused on in television shows,
but they make a point to have a number of scenes
that don't include the main characters.
Although I am not finished with Chuck (I'm on
the fourth season), I am really invested and plan on
finishing it when I am able to find the time to watch
anything. Fingers crossed that Thanksgiving break
will give me this opportunity.
Unfortunately, the only platform that Chuck is
available to stream on (without purchase) currently is
Amawn Prime Video. Either way, it will be the first
tdevision show I have finished in around five years
and I will continue to recommend it to anyone who
will listen.

Maya Kurth is a sophomore public relations major.
Shecanbereachedat581-2812oratmkurth@eiu.

--------Kyara Morales-Rodriguez

Adam Tumino

Ashanti Thomas

s
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Book signing and reading at Charleston library
By Luke Taylor

News Editor I@DEN_news

The Past-Forward Memoir Writers, a community-based writing
group, have released their third
book, "For the Record," and will
be reading segments and signing
copies Sunday afternoon in the
Charleston Carnegie Public Library.
Twenty-nine separate authors
contributed to the book, which is a
collection of stories and reflections

» ARREST
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

I

Norman's friend was also interviewed
by police and gave his account of the altercation and what led up to it.
He said he was woken up by Norman who was upset and told him Norman's ex-girlfriend was raped by Doe.
He said Norman asked him if he knew
Doe and the two went to Doe's home
together because Norman "wanted to
talk to (Doe),» according to the report.
The friend said he did not know anything else would happen.
The friend said a roommate let him
and Norman into the home, Norm~
knocked on Doe's. bedroom door and
went in when Doe answered. He said

on experiences from those authors'
personal lives, according to a press
release about book signing.
Authors Naomi Hills and John
Crouch will perform music to accompany some parts of the reading
during the stage presentation which
is titled "In Their Own Words."
The presentation will not only
focus on this book, but will re.fleet
on the previous memoirs, books
and shows developed by the PastForward Memoir Writers.
Richard England, the dean of

Eastern's Honors College, and his
wife Charlotte England, a professor of English, both contributed to
the book.
The other authors are Phyllis Bayles, Margie Checkley, Bob
Clapp, Shelley Crouch, Lois Dickenson, Hannah Eads, Roxanne
Frey, Marty Gabriel, Jane Gilbert,
June Hayden, Bill Heyduck, Maddie lgnazito, Donna Karbassioon,
Rayma Laughlin, Stacy Lynn, Amy
Lynch, Kelly Nicholson, Daiva
Markelis, Janet Messenger, Mari-

ta Metzke, Johnni Olds, Julie Rea,
Denise Shumaker, Luz Whittenbarger, Jacqui Worden and Yoana
Yordanova.
The program itself is scheduled
for 1 :30 to 2:30 p.m. on the Nov.
7 in the library and will be followed
by a reception.
The event is free, but the library
asks that attendees register for the
event by calling 217-581-5114 to
keep attendance down due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, and attendees will be expected to follow cur-

rent safety guidelines.
Attendees will be able to purchase a copy of the book and hav<
it signed during the reception.
The Past-Forward Memoir Writers meet twice every month. Mos,
members of the group are frorr
towns aroul).d Coles Co1JOty.
The event is also in partnershiI
with Eastern's Academy f Lifelonf
Learning.

Norman was repeating something similar to "you don't know me."
The report said the friend said Doe
got out of the bed and then recanted
and said Doe was already out of bed.
The friend said Doe seemed oblivious and swung at Norman. He said
Doe may have gotten knocked onto
the bed after the first punches and that
Norman was hit in the eye by Doe during the fight.
He said the fight lasted 20 to 30 seconds before he broke it up and they
left when someone threatened to call
the police. The friend said he was there
to make sure Norman did not do anything "stupid," according to the report.
On Oct. 31 police spoke with another wimess who was at the residence during the attack. She said she was sleep-

ing in the downstairs area of the house
when she woke up from knocking at
the door.
She said Norman and his friend
walked quickly through the house and
to Doe's bedroom. She said she heard
the door open and heard Norman yell
things toward Doe like "you fucked
my baby momma," "you had her in a
choke" and "you think that's okay?" She
said she was at the top of the stairs during the altercation and said Doe stood
up from his bed and Norman began
punching towards Doe.
The woman said she saw the punches being thrown but did not see any of
them connecting. She". said she was going to call the police and Norman and
his friend left out of the back door.
The report stated, "(The woman)

said the fight was very brief and said
Norman 'did his job' and left. (She) said
(Doe) had blood dripping down his
chest, his mouth was all bloody, and his
teeth were 'pushed out' so it looked like
(Doe) had an underbite."
After taking the report from the witness on Oct. 31, Norman was arrested. According to the report, "he did not
wish to speak to (the officer) and did
not want to add a statement."
The report noted most of the parties involved appeared to be on Eastern's
track team. The Daily Eastern News
was able to confirm seven individuals
named in the report are involved with
Eastern Athletics.
Norman's bond was set at $35,000.
A preliminary hearing is scheduled for
Nov. 15 at 1 p.m.

Associate Athletic Director Riel
Moser provided a statement on behal!
of Eastern Athletics:
"Eastern illinois Athletics is aware 0 1
the incident involving a member of it!
track and field program. Upon learlllllE
of the incident, the student-athlete in
question was suspended from the tearr _, _.
and all team-related activities by Director of Track & Field, Keith Roberts.
That individual will remain suspendec
as more information is gathered and tht
process both on and off-campus has ~resolution. Following that time, a determination on the status of that student•
athlete as a member of the EIU track &
field program will be determined."

Luke Taylor can be rea,t,ed at 581 2812 or egtaylor@eiu.edu

Corryn Brock can be readied at 581 ·
2812 or at deneic@gmail.com.
I

» DANCERS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Martin's favorite part, in addition
to being Eastern's first Black-founded majorette dance club, is "seeing
people come together and just dancing."
Martin said she enjoys dancing, but there is a reason she is the
group's DJ: she doesn't dance.
Once the group receives it's of-

ficial designation of "RSO," they
plan on having performances on
campus, but as of now they can not
dance for an audience on campus,
Martin said.
Stanton found majorette dancing
in high school after looking for a
group with something in tune with
her love for rhythmic movement.
According to Martin, Kylira
Beary, a junior marketing major and
the group's president, went to high
school with Martin and also found

Majorette dancing in high school.
A lot of preperation goes on behind the scenes in majorette dancing before the group can go out and
show their stuff.
"The vice president, secretary
and the president, they come up
with the moves from scratch," Martin said.
They might start creating a dance
to music or, the founder said, sometimes they just use an 8-count or
16-count to sync Elite Elegance's

dance to a rythm.
Stanton said that some dances are created within a couple of
hours, while others take longer. As
far as teaching the dances to other
members of the group, Stanton said
sometimes it can take up to a week,
but it all depends.
Although, both Martin and Stanton told me that everybody is welcome, you may need to step up your
dance game if you plan on performing with the group, because Stan-

i

r

r

·

ton said that there will be a tryom
to make sure only the best will represent Elite Elegance on stage.
This week Elite Elegance wili
find out where their RSO statu1
stands.
"Yowgotta he.
1
e
you dance," Stanton said. "You havt
to, like the dance moves, everythint
has to be sassy and classy."
Will Simmons can be reached at 581 ·
2812 or at wwsimmons@eiu.edu
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Graduate student creates metal sculptures in Doudna

BY JESSICA NANTES

I THE DAILY EASTERN

NEWS

Francis Akosah Akwaboa, a graduate student studying art with a focus in metal sculptures, explains the multi-faceted elephant piece he works on Thursday night in Doudna Fine Arts Center.
He uses pliers to work on the left leg of an African elephant, a species on the verge of extinction due to their use as a trade commodity. This fuller left side is an opposite parallel to the hollow
right side of the elephant. The wood is representative of life and the environment they live in. The scraps of metal represent the materials used to hunt down the elephants. He wants to bring
to light the impact of poaching animals on the environment and species that are affected by it.

BY JESSICA NANTES j THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

• Francis ·Akosah Akwaboa, ·a gradaate studentstudying art, with-a focus in metal scutptures, explains the multi-faceted eJephan.t pjece.he. ii;·WOl"lng.onTJli.lrsda.yJ\ight.fo' ~ a ' .f.ine..\t.U , ·, ·~•
Center. Akosah Akwaboa's choice of the elephant was to highlight their importance in the ecosystem as they are being poached and traded as a {:Ommodity to the verge of extinction. He is
showing the metal rod and wire side of the elephant that represents the senseless-9!;!13th: that _
is bring jng·about the African e!ephant's extin,;:tion'. '
. · •, , . ' '·'·"·'·
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Simmons discusses Panthers' preparations
By Ryan Meyer
Men's Basketball Reporter!@meyer_ryan_twt
The Eastern men's basketball team
is set to begin its season on Nov. 9
against Northwestern for the two
schools' third-ever matchup. The Panthers have lost both games.
The game, and the 2021-22 season, are the first with new head coach
Marty Simmons, who came from
a special assistant coaching spot at
Clemson University and will be the
men's team's 15th head coach. He has
a 282-248 record as a head coach.
Last year Eastern went 6-14 in conference and 9-18 overall and finished
in the bottom three of the OVC.
The top four players in minutes
from the 2020-21 season either transferred or graduated, leaving Kashawn
Charles and Henry .Abraham as the
only Panthers from last season's team
that averaged over 20 minutes a game.
Charles averaged 7.7 points a game
last year, and Abraham averaged 5.5.
Sammy Friday IV, who averaged 17.6
minutes a game and 8.9 points, is the
top returning scorer.
Simmons said the next few practices will be used to determine the key
figures in Tuesday's game, given the
amount of new transfers and freshmen.
"With so many new guys, we got
nine new players on the roster, it's
hard, it's not like we got four returning starters or three returning starters,
we're just trying to figure all that out,"
Simmons said.
Abraham, a sophomore guard, said
that while all the new faces meant for

FILE PHOTO I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
Eastern men's basketball Marty Simmons (center) poses with Eastern President David Glassman (left) and Athletic
Director Tom Michael in his introductory press conference on April 1, 2021 in Lantz Arena.

a slow start, they've improved over
time.
"We started a little slow since everyone's been new, but we've been
working really well together and have
been improving a lot but also have a
lot to improve as well," Abraham said.
Simmons also said there· aren't clear

standout players this early in the season and that this year's team was still
competing for key roles.
"There just hasn't been tremendous
separation," Simmons said. "Usually by this time you got a pretty good
idea who your starting five is, maybe
who your top eight are, but we're re-

ally not- there's still a lot of competition. Guys are competing for playing time."
Both Simmons and Abraham mentioned junior forward Jermaine Hamlin, a transfer from University of Illinois, and Kejuan Clements, a junior guard who transferred from Tri-

ton College and played for Simeon, a
Chicago basketball powerhouse.
"I think Jermaine Hamlin will be
a big role for our team and he'll have
a lot of success, I believe," Abraham
said. ''Another one is Kejuan. He'll be
the other point guard. I think he'll be
very talented as well."
"Hamlin is one kid that he has a
chance to be a really good player for
us," Simmons said. "Kejuan Clements
brings a lot of toughness and he was
at Simeon and played ·on a team that
was in the state finals and just loves to
compete."
Simmons said the coaches are hoping to see consistency among individual players and as a unit.
"It's kind of been daily, we're like
most coaches, we're starving to see
some consistency both individually
and collectively as a team," Simmons
said.
Simmons was optimistic about the
team's prospects later in the season, in
terms of some players standing out
above the rest.
"I think eventually we will have
some separation. There will be some
guys that are a little more consistent.
You may have some guys that seem
to have more comfort coming off the
bench than maybe they do starting
and we're kind of a work in progress
as we move forward."
After a trip to play Saint Louis University on Nov. 12, the Panthers will
play their first home game on Nov. 15
against Central Michigan University.
Ryan Meyer can be reached at 5812812 or rameyer@eiu.edu.
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Panthers preparing for final road game
By Autumn Schulz
Assistant Sports Editor I@DEN_Sports
The Eastern football team will
be heading to Fortera Stadium this
weekend to take on Austin Peay for
their final road game of the season.
The Panthers are coming off a
38-15 loss to Southeast Missouri
while the Governors are coming
off a 16-15 loss to No. 12 Tennessee-Martin.
Head coach Adam Cushing said
that the Panthers are expecting to
go up against the fastest team that
they have played all season.
"They play incredibly fast on offense, probably as fast as anyone
we play," he said. "They have a ton
of explosive weapons. Defensively, they're very experienced with a
ton of graduate students starting
for them. They understand how to
play to their strengths on defense
and execute at a high level."
At the beginning of the season,
the Governors were in the Top 25
rankings after picking up a win
over, at the time , No. 18 Chattanooga during opening weekend.
Tltey J-r~mamedn an-ked,,\!11,til. ;ttf
September rolled around, knocking them off both FCS polls .
They are now 3-5 overall and
1-3 in the OVC. Quarterback
Draylen Ellis leads the offense for
BY ROB LE CATES I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
the Governors with a league-high
Eastern quarterback Otto Kuhns prepares to release the ball in Eastern's Homecoming Game against Tennessee State on Oct. 23 at O'Brien Field. Eastern
of 1,709 ,nr~s _with 1 O touchlost the game 28-0 to the Tigers.
downs and eight interceptions.
Wide receiver Baniko Harley has All-OVC Newcomer returned for on their pass defense, which leads !in Bohanek ranks closely behind their spark.
However, Cushing said that they
been the top target for the Gover- just his third game this season the OVC and ranks seventh na- Johnson in the OVC with 71 tackwill go into this weekend focusing
nors this season with 43 catches against the Redhawks last week- tionally, in order to secure the vic- les this season.
Starting Quarterback Otto in the moment in order to prevent
for 645 yards and six touchdowns. end, hauling in 11 passes for 207 tory. They are allowing 163.2 yards
Running back Ahmaad Tanner yards with one touchdown recep- per game and have held eight of its Kuhns had 211 passing yards that from happening again.
"Certainly, we lost momentum
nine opponents this season below against the Redhawks last weekleads with 626 yards and nine tion.
end. He is now 91-of-193 for on Saturday and didn't get it back.
Cushing said that Hill's come- 200 passing yards.
touchdowns. Defensively, Koby
back has been made possible beLinebacker Jason Johnson fin- 1,127 yards and six touchdowns To get momentum back, it's simply
Perry leads with 61 tackles.
•
about focusing in the moment,"
ished with 14 tackles against the this season.
After losing to the Redhawks. cause of his tireless work ethic.
The Panthers will be looking he said. "We say "WJ.N., "What's
"He worked his butt off to make Redhawks, pushing his season total
last Saturday, the Panthers fell to
1-8 overall and 1-3 in the OVC, it back earlier this season to help to 94, which leads the OVC. John- to take control of the momentum Important Now. You grab momenpushing their losing streak to four his teammates," he said. "He is son ranks 14th in the FCS in to- this weekend after a rough offen- tum just by making the next play;
driven, focused and practices at tal tackies and 13th for his 50 solo sive performance against the Red- and not making the moment too
games.
hawks. With a touchdown reverse big."
The Panthers will have to utilize full speed all the tirrie. I'm so hap- tackles this season.
He is on track to become the and the second half kickoff bethe return of wide receiver Isaiah py for him to find the success he
Autumn Schulz can be reached at
first Panther with 100 tackles in a ing returned 86-yards for a touchHill in order to succeed against the earned."
581-2812 oracschulz@eiu.edu
The Panthers will also be relying season since 2015 . Linebacker Co- down, the Panthers certainly lost
Governors this weekend. The 2019

Summit League rµ.en's
soccer teams near end of season
-·
By Adam Tumino
Sports Editor I@adam_tumino
This weekend is the final weekend of play in the regular season
for t he men's soccer teams of the
Summit League.
There are three conference
matches on the schedule Saturday
with only St. Thomas having all of
their regular season matches in the
books already.
The first match Saturday will
feature Eastern hosting Oral Roberts at 1 p.m.
The Panthers are 1-4 in conference play and sit in last place in
the conference while Oral Roberts
is in second place at 3-1-1.
Oral Roberts has scored 21
goals this season, the most in the
conference, while Eastern' s seven goals rank second-to-last. Oral
Roberts also rank first in goals allowed, surrendering just 10 goals
this season.
The second match Saturday
is between Western Illinois and
Omaha at 3 p.m.
Western Illinois is 2-3 in conference play this se-ason despite

having scored just six goals . The
Leathernecks have,. also allowed
the most goals in the conference
with 34.
Omaha is 3-2 in conference
play and in third place in the
Summit League.
The Mavericks have only scored
nine goals but have allowed just
13, tied for the third-fewest in the
conference.
The final match of Saturday,
and therefore the season, is between Denver and Kansas City at
7 p.m.
Denver is atop the Summit
League with a 4-1 conference record and received nine votes in
the most recent NCAA Division I
men's soccer poll, officially being
ranked 35th.
The Pioneers have scored the
second-most goals in the conference (17) and allowed the secondfewest (12).
Kansas City is right in the middle of the conference in both goals
scored and goals allowed, and also
are in the middle of the standings
in fourth place.
Following Saturday's action, the

Summit League Championships
will begin Nov. 11.
There have been some individual standouts from across the Summit League this season both offensively and defensively.
Oral Roberts' forward Dante
Brigida has been the conference's
top scorer all season. He has eight
goals, twice as many as the next
closest player.
Brigida also leads the conference in shots and shots on goal.
Oral Roberts also has Reed Berry,
who is tied for third in the conference in goals, as well as the top
three players in assists this season,
led by Felipe D'Agostini with five
assists.
Denver's Lukas Fisher ranks
seco nd in the conference in scoring with four goals.
Oral Roberts also has the top
goalkeeper in the conference in
Miles Motakef.
He leads the Summit League in
goals allowed per game, save percentage and shutouts.
BY ADAM TUMINO

Adam Tumino can be reached at 5812812 or ojtumino@eiu.edu.
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Eastern midfielder Jonas Castelhano gets in position to head the ball
against Belmont on Oct. 26 at Lakeside Field . Eastern lost the match 2-0.

